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MYTHBUSTING 



Myth 1: It’s an Appalachian Thing 











Myth 2:  They Have Limited Resources 



“Concerned citizens with their own time 
and money — through bake sales, selling 
chocolate candy — have had to fight 
these battles,” said Sierra Club Illinois 
Conservation Chapter chair Joyce 
Blumenshine during the press call. “We 
are really concerned about the status 
quo where there’s not enough scrutiny to 
protect water supplies.” 
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Myth 3:  They Have No Allies 





Former EPA Regional Administrator Al Armendariz  . . .  
 . . . Now with the Sierra Club’s “Beyond Coal” 
Campaign 







https://twitter.com/ThanHitt 
 

Than Hitt @ThanHitt  ·  5 Dec 2012  

Take some coal out of your stocking this 

holiday season: http://bit.ly/16tonsproject 

https://twitter.com/ThanHitt
https://twitter.com/ThanHitt/status/276318022296297473
http://t.co/xPmXZdKr


OK . . . So What Can We Expect? 



Messaging: 







Messaging: “Health” Impacts 







Programmatic Challenges? 

• Adequacy of Reclamation Bonding 
• Reclamation Practices 
• Nationwide Permits (Corps of Engineers) 
• Buffer Zone Rule 
• Inactive Status/Not-Started Permits 
 
 

 



Permit Challenges? 

• NEPA Challenges to Corps Permits 
• Health Effects 
• FONSI challenges 
• Mitigation plans 

 
• NPDES Permit Appeals 

• Reasonable Potential Analyses 
 

• SMCRA Permit Appeals 
 



Citizen Suits? 

• Plaintiffs must show violation of NPDES Permit 
• Typically shown through DMRs 
• Some authority for relying on violation of 

wqs 
 

 
• If successful: 

• Plaintiffs get attorney fees 
• Permittee pays penalties and must 

implement fix   
 



So . . . What Can We Do? 
• “Love thy Neighbor . . . “ 

• Communicate with neighbors 
• Address concerns in advance  

• Protests: 
• Train your workforce on what to 

expect 
• Consider steps against repeat 

trespassers  
• Monitor the Internet 
• Quality Control For Permits 
• Counter False Messaging with the 

Truth 
 


